Buffalo Courler-Exnress

lead all bona~vlillanova

PHILADELPHIA, Feb, 17 == Blll Connery's only fleld
goal of the night =-~ & driving layw with nlne seconds leff wwe
gave gireakling £0. Bonaventure a dramatlc 72~70 victory over
Villanova bonight in the Palestra.

The unheralded Comnery and another Brown Indlan
without press clippings --- Orris Jirele, the liitle violinist
from Austin, Minn, === dealt the death blows in this tremendously
excliing game,

The S-ico% 10-Iinch Jirele, who learned the
importance of polse as & solo violinist al khx Natlonal High
School Catholic Muslc Coucerts in Ste Louis, dld everything
right lu the life-and-death stagees of this baskeihall war.

Jirele drilled the basket that tled it at T0-T0,
fed Connery the Lall for the victory-clinehlng fleld goal,
and gmschedx killed villanova's last jumk chance in the last
second hy grabbing the rebound as the wlldcats were tapplng
desperately £m in search of the equallzer. :

‘ Not only the St. Ponaventure substltutes
dlstlinguished themseolves 1n this Natlonal nvitation .
Tournament preview., 7The PErowan indlans had two other heroes,
both well known =-- Tom Stith and whitey Martin,
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Stith, the natlon's No. 2 scorer behind
Oscar Robertson, meshed 30 points, He Jjammed 22 of them
into the first mxkfxwkenxkiexwitdzats half, preventing
the wildcats from opening an insuperable lead,

The 30 enabled Tom to establish an
all-time single-season record for a St. Bonaventure
player. It ralsed his 17-game total to 532, wiping ocut
the former Bona mark of 507 set five years ago by Mal
Duffy.

Martin, the South Buffalo boy with the
lightning-quick hands, scored 18 points, came uwp with
nunerous steals, and limim Villanova's outside ace,
Jim Hugrard, to three field goals.

_ John Driscoll, a 6-8 Junlor,was high for
Villanova with 26 points, Hubie White, the wildcats®
great leaper, had 16. “

The victory extended the Brown Indians'
win streak to 11 games., The Bonnies are 14-3 overall,
The defeat was only Villanova's third against 17 wins,

- Villanova, incidentally, is the third
NIT-bound team to fall before the Indians this season,
The other two are Providence and St. John's, Bona, of
course, also 18 headed for the NIT,
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The Ponnies had & fine shooting night
against vilianova's frommtcXeR=® zone REREWEX defense,
putting away 30 of 52 for 50.8 per cent. Ton stith
was 11-for—23, vartin @ix 8-for-lA, sSau gtith 4=13.

Rut:, most 1mporft.an1: of all, Connery =-=
the guy who settled it ~=-~ was cmExf 1-forele

The Wildcats also Werse sharp, netting
30 of 60 for 50 ver cent. Driscoll was 13for-21 and
white 8-for-14.

The Ponnlies managed to pull this one oub
desnite being hlistered off the Mackboards, 44-22, by
the much taller Wildcale. whme peced all rebornders
- with 15. priscoll had 12 a.na Ton Ahibth 1l

valeghra rezulars gald this was the esd
game EmxmX played here thls 80asS0N.

Bona tralled by flve, 65-60, with seven
minutes left, Then Ton atith meched 2 lefthanded hook
and 2an 8tith converted Marhin's perfecth pass 40 close
the zap to 65-64.

After Hugzand intermmted with a free
throw, Tom Stith t10a ot 66-66 with another hock. WrkK
partin, fed by Jirele, and Georze Rraveling traded field

3081.’0

3x more




last add Mfalo courler-express

Then, with 3325 remaining, Richle T
drilled a corner jump %o put Vilianova in front, T0~68,
Thirty-five seconds later, Jirele deadlocked 1t guxx with 2
fast-break hasket.

‘ villanove went into a genmi-freeze, hoping
for a foul or a mimskximsket chance at a einch basket.
But Martin wrecked these plans by stealing the ball with
1:16 left.

Bona froze until the jp-second mark, then
called time. The Indlans then played for the lasi chance.
With nine seconds left, however, & zolden onnortunlty
presented ltgself =-—- and Jirele did not fall.

Jirele, with the btall, saw Conneyry KRuRRRINgx
drive the nmiddle unzuaxied. orrie made a perfect pass,
and Connery lald the ba.il u and in,

' wikxmx Villanova called time. The pub
the Ball in nlay at nid-court. It was passed in %o
priseoll, who took & ghort side jum, The ball hit the rim
and bounded away.

white and Raveling each taoped desperately,

bt both shots missed. And, £inally, the 1little violinlist
grabbed the rebound.

villanova led by as many as nine, 19-10, 1n
the first half. Then Toum gtith's trilliant shooting got
the ponnies back into contention, The Indlans led by 39-37
at the half.
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